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The objective of this study was to evaluate knowledge of hospital pharmacist
about adverse drug reactions of sodium valproate in reproductive-age women with
epilepsy. Fifteen-items questionnaire was developed from KOWIE-II and was evaluated
by experts. The questionnaires were send directly to hospital pharmacists at 8 hospitals.
The results revealed that 375 questionnaires could be collected (75.4% of targeted
hospital pharmacists). Most of participants were women (81.1%), aged <35 years old
(81.6%), working experience <5 years (63.5%). Most of them were working in University
hospitals (42.4%) while 11.2%, 11.7% and 34.7% were working in hospitals of the
Department of Medical Services, hospitals of Bangkok Metropolitan Administration and
private hospitals, respectively. Major of them worked at dispensing unit (74.4%) and had
experience to dispense sodium valproate (58.9%). The mean score of knowledge test was
8.00+3.56. The highest correct item (89.4%) asked about using of sodium valproate
during pregnancy and risk of teratogenicity. The least correct item (16.4%) was related to
drug interaction between sodium valproate and oral contraceptives. Pharmacists who had
experience to dispense sodium valproate had statistically significant higher score than
who had not (8.22 and 7.35, respectively, p=0.03). This study showed that hospital
pharmacists had low to moderate knowledge about adverse drug reactions of sodium
valproate in reproductive-age women with epilepsy which might affect appropriateness

of patient counseling and pharmaceutical care.



