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Abstract
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The objective of this study was to determine the frequency and characteristics of
hospitalized patients experiencing drug allergic reaction between August 2008 and
February 2009 at Ramathibodi Hospital. The drug allergy consultation and medical
charts were reviewed. Diagnosis of drug allergy was based on the opinion of consulting
allergist with/or without drug allergy testing. Then drug allergy history information was
recorded. Descriptive statistic was performed. Characteristics of drug allergy were
categorized by type of drug allergy (immediate or non-immediate), manifestation and
causative drug. Sixty-seven (62.0%) out of 108 patients who were recruited in the
present study were female. Average age was 53.5 £ 1.6 years old. Total number of
suspected drug allergy occurring was 126 events which then were classified into three
types as following: 1) non-drug reaction 24 events (19.0%), 2) type A Adverse Drug
Reaction (ADR) 7 events (5.6%) and 3) type B ADR 95 events (75.4%). Type B ADR
consisted of true allergy by 87 events out of 126 events (69.1%) which were classified
into immediate type 20 events (15.9%) and non-immediate type 67 events (53.2%).
Common clinical manifestations of immediate type and non-immediate type were
urticaria (10 events) and maculopapular rash (42 events), respectively. Antibacterial
drugs (63.5%), anti-convulsants (9.0%) and NSAIDs (4.8%) were three most common
causative agents of total 145 suspected drugs. The frequency and characteristics of
drug allergy in the present study are useful for basic information of further development

of drug allergy diagnosis and management.



