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Abstract

Monitoring and evaluation of patients’ knowledge on drug allergy at

Ramathibodi Hospital

Phenlak Kaewthong, Pavina Khunapornphairote

Project advisors : Pramote Tragulpiankit*, Ticha Rerkpattanapipat**

*Department of Pharmacy, Faculty of Pharmacy, Mahidol University

**Allergy Immunology and Rheumatology Division, Department of Medicine, Faculty of Medicine,
Ramathibodi Hospital, Mahidol University
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The objective of this project was to monitor and evaluate patients’ knowledge of
their drug allergy history whom were admitted and consulted for suspected drug allergic
reaction in Ramathibodi Hospital between August 2008 and February 2009. The allergy
consultation medical charts were reviewed. Diagnosis of drug allergy was based on the
opinion of consulting allergist with/or without drug allergy testing. Then drug allergy
history information was recorded. Telephone interview questionnaire was constructed
and approved by project advisors. Of 88 patients with history suspected drug allergic
reaction, 50 were recruited. Thirty-seven patients (74.0%) were verified as type B
adverse drug reaction (ADR); 5 (10.0%) as type A ADR, and 8 (16.0%) as non ADR. Of
37 patients with type B ADR, 21 (56.8%) correctly recall their drug allergic reaction, 6
(16.2%) perceived that they have not had drug allergy reaction, whereas 5 (13.5%)
could not recall about their drug allergy history. Three out of 5 patients (60.0%) with type
A ADR correctly perceived that they have not had drug allergy, whereas 1 (20.0%) could
not recall about ADR history. Four out of 8 (50.0%) with non ADR correctly perceived
that they have not had drug allergy, whereas 1 (12.5%) could not recall about ADR
history. In addition, 20 patients (54.1%) who had history of suspected drug allergy have
never presented their drug allergy’s cards to health care professional. This study should
emphasize that drug allergy counseling before patients’ discharge from hospital should

be seriously performed.
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