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Abstract
Appropriateness of Antimicrobial Selection for

Sexually Transmitted Diseases by Community Pharmacists
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Sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) (i.e., gonorrhea, chancroid, syphilis, and
trichomoniasis) are commonly found in community pharmacy. Therefore, dispensing
appropriate antimicrobials in each disease is community pharmacists’ role and
responsibility. The purposes of this research were to assess community pharmacists’
knowledge on their antimicrobial dispensing to treat STDs and to evaluate factors
influencing their knowledge. Furthermore, this research was a survey using
questionnaire which were answered by the pharmacists during the Community
Pharmacy Association (Thailand) conference. The result showed that 111 pharmacists
(53 males, 58 female) answered the questionnaire; most were in 22 — 75 years old. Of
these, 81 pharmacists (72.97%) were fulltime pharmacists. Gonorrhea and non-
gonococcal urethritis in male, chancroid, and trichomoniasis were the most correct
diagnosis (>90.00%). The STDs which the most pharmacists could correctly choose
treatment was trichomoniasis (55.80%). Furthermore, the factors, significantly affected
the appropriate antimicrobial included practicing at accredited pharmacy and
pharmacists’ working status (p-value<0.05). In conclusion, the community pharmacists
could appropriately dispense antimicrobials in some STDs. This research may be
utilized to guide the knowledge development of pharmacists for appropriate

antimicrobial dispensing in the future.





