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 The objectives of this special project were to identify the prescribing errors which 

occurred after the implementation of the Good Prescribing Practice Policy (GPPP) by Faculty 

of Medicine, Ramathibodi Hospital and to propose methods to reduce those errors. 

Prescriptions from 9 out-patient departments were retrospectively sampled every 3 months 

between October 2006 and June 2007. Of total 3,030 prescriptions, 9,058 items of medication 

were prescribed. Patient information including name, surname, age and hospital number was 

completely filled in all prescriptions. No drug allergy history were specified in 68.94% of all 

recruited prescriptions. Drug allergy history was recorded in 430 medications but only 51.40% 

were validated as true allergic reactions. Two top ranking medications were penicillins 

(31.67%) and sulfonamides (20.81%). Concerning the medication information, non-standard 

abbreviated name and wrong drug name were detected in 11.60% and 0.77%, respectively. 

Dosage form, strength, administration method, and quantity of prescribed medication were not 

indicated in 93.06%, 33.34%, 1.36% and 0.04%, respectively. No physician code was 

identified in 0.60%. No contraindicated drug interaction was found. The results suggested that 

physicians still ignored several aspects of the GPPP especially drug allergy history and 

clarification of dosage form. The importance of drug allergy history should be promoted to 

increase physicians’ and pharmacists’ awareness.  Pharmacists should be trained to correctly 

identify drug allergy history and provide drug allergy knowledge to patient. Computerized 

system containing patient’s data and drug information including dosage form, strength and 

administration method should be used in prescribing process.    

 




