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Abstract
Import and Export of herbs

Kongthong Boonburaphong, Sirirat Taepeetikul
Projectadviser: Wandee Gritsanepan®
*Department of Pharmacognocy, Faculty of Pharmacy, Mahidol University

Keywords: import herb, export herb

This project involves import and export of medicinal herbs from database of
The Customs Department, Ministry of Finance and The Department of Trade Negotiation,
Ministry of Commerce. The data was complied during the past 10 years (B.E. 1995-2004)
and present in form of graphs and tables.
The compilation was done on import and export quantity, value and cost per kilogram of
about 20 medicinal plants from maximum to minimum in order. It was found that average
value per year, the export were more than the import (average value of the export per
year 2,529,167,057 baht, average value of the import per year 598,921,538 baht). For
import, the top 3 herbs in quantity during the past 10 years were 1. Coffee (451,154,756
kg.) 2. Ginger (188,873,613 kg.) 3. Black Sesamum seeds (52,851,455 kg.) in value were
1. Coffee (17,564,301,724 baht) 2. Ginger (3,727,640,321 baht) 3. Black Sesamum
seeds (1,204,529,182 baht) and in cost per kilogram were 1. Thyme, Bay leaves
(1,195.25 baht/kg.) 2. Nutmeg (941.63 baht/kg.) 3. Ginseng roots (580.03 baht/kg.) For
export, the top 3 herbs in quantity during the past 10 years were 1. Garlic (118,084,116
kg.) 2. Capsicum (96,132,160 kg.) 3. Coriander seeds (75,059,632 kg.), in value were 1.
Capsicum ( 2,296,588,562 baht) 2. Coriander seeds (698,697,086 baht) 3. Garlic
(687,481,520 baht) and in cost per kilogram were 1. Ginseng root (5,764.88 baht/kg.) 2.
Vanilla(1,599.90 baht/kg.) 3. Thyme, Bay leaves (389.48 baht/kg.).

From this compilation, most of imported and exported data concerned kitchen

herbs, spices and volatile oils. It was found that some plant were not Thai herb, only

imported from some countries and exported to other countries.





