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Abstract

Attitudes of Pharmacy Students toward Herbal Medicine
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Pharmacists are healthcare providers who play an important role in herbal medicine
consultation. The objective of this special project is to study the attitudes of pharmacy
students of the Faculty of Pharmacy, Mahidol University. A self-administered attitude test
toward herbal medicine including efficacy, safety, quality, and accessibility was developed
and distributed to 297 students of the first, third, and fifth years. Response rates were 98.47,
96.59, and 89.74%, respectively. Data analyzed using one-way ANOVA and Scheffe’s post
hoc test showed that all three classes had good attitudes toward herbal medicine, the third
and fifth year students showed higher attitude than the first year students (p<0.001), but
there was no significant difference between those two groups. In aspect of safety and
efficacy of herbal medicine, the attitudes of the third and fifth year students were higher
than the first year students (p<0.001) but no significant difference between the third and
fifth year students was observed. The attitudes of the fifth year students on the quality of
herbal medicine was higher than the first year students (p=0.039), whereas there was no
significant difference among three classes students in aspect of the accessibility of herbal
medicine. The results showed the favorable attitudes of pharmacy students toward herbal
medicine, which would affect their roles as herbal medicine consultant on promoting the

rational uses of herbal medicine after their graduation.





