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 The objective of this project is to select medicinal plants 

which can prevent  house fly. Six  plants, Yam bean 

(Pachyrhizus  erosus  (Linn.) Urb.) seed, Tobacco (Nicotiana  

tabacum  Linn.) leaves, Stemona (Stemona  tuberosa  Lour.) 

root, Derris (Derris  eliptica  Benth.) root, Neem Tree 

(Azadirachta  indica  A.Juss. var indica.) seed, and Turmeric 

(Curcuma  longa Linn.) rhizome  were used in the study. Each 

plant was extracted using 70% ethanol and the extract was 

concentrated. Each extract was then diluted with distilled water  

to make 15% w/v and 30% w/v concentrations. Each solution 

was tested with house flies. It was found  that the flies did not 

eat these extracts. The extracts were then mixed with some food 

i.e. syrup and preserved fish.  

 After 72 hours of study  for 30% w/v extracts,  the most 

effective extract which could killed the flies was found to be the 

Yam bean extract. The extract from Tobacco,   Derris  and 

Stemona  showed the percentages of killing at 82, 33,10 and 

5,respectively. For 15% w/v extracts , the percentages of killing 

after 72 hours were  75.5, 14.5, 10 and 0, respectively. Neem 

Tree and Turmeric extracts were not effective to kill house flies.  

 

   
 

 




