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Abstract

Contamination of aflatoxin B in herbal medicines
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Aflatoxin B is a toxin produced by Aspergillus spp. which
found in tropical climate. Aflatoxin B may be found in agricultural
products, foods and herbal medicines under inappropiate
manufacturing or storage. Since it causes severe hepatotoxicity,
National list of essential drugs A.D. 1999 (list of herbal medicine
products) does not allow Aflatoxin B in all preparation of herbal
medicines. This special project is aimed to study contamination of
Aflatoxin B in 80 registered herbal medicine preparations collected
in Bangkok and other provinces in Thailand. The samples were
analysed using extraction, thin layer chromatography, column
chromatography and densitometry at 366 nm. We found that 66
preparations did not contain aflatoxin B; but 6, 2 and 1 preparations
contained aflatoxin B in the range of 0.03 - 0.30, 0.31 - 0.60 and

0.61 - 0.90 ppm, respectively.





