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The objectives of this study were to study drug related 

problems in ambulatory immunodeficiency pediatric patients and 

to study factors affecting patient care at home.  The study was 

performed by face-to-face interviewing caregivers of patients 

followed-up during August-September 2001 and retrospective 

reviewing of the medical records.  The consent forms were signed 

before interviewing. 

Fifty-seven cases were recruited and most of them were 3–5 

years of age.  About two-third stayed with 21–40 year-old female 

caregivers and 93% were taken care by close relatives. Half of 

caregivers were workers with salary of 3,001–6,000 bahts per 

month. After interviewing, 30 cases were considered for further 

couselling accordingly to problems possibly related to patient care. 

Major causes came from lack of good knowledge and 

misunderstanding about the disease and medication such as the 

attitude of immunodeficiency disorder as uncurable disorder 

(54.4%), or transmissionable situation (19.3%) and having no idea 

of drug name (59.6%). Non-compliance (21.1%) as well as having 

complications after administration were also found. Frequent 

complications such as uneasy to breath (71.9%), cough and oral 

candidiasis (54.4%) were reported. Concern of behavior of drug 



 "

taking, 87.2% of pediatrics like to take medicine particularly oral 

preparations so that their caregivers easily gave medication to the 

kids.   

This study provided information necessary for future 

couselling program designing suitable for pediatric 

immunodeficiency clinic. 
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