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Abstract
Effect of Ginkgo biloba Linn. leaf on peripheral
blood flow

Malinee Chonnawakul, Suchada Fakthong
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The effect of repeated oral administration of Ginkgo
biloba leaf extract on peripheral blood flow was studied in male
Wistar rats. The extract at various doses (12.5, 25 and 50
mg/kg/day) or pentoxifylline (200 mg/kg/day) was administered
to animals for 12 weeks. Plantar blood flow was measured
before and 1, 3, 9 and 12 weeks after drug administration.

The results showed that the extract (12.5 - 50 mg/kg/day)
raised plantar blood flow in a dose dependent manner. Plantar
blood flow significantly increased by about 60% (P<0.05) at 12
weeks after the administration in a group of rats receiving 25
mg/kg/day extract and by about 63% (P<0.05) at 3 weeks in
those receiving 50 mg/kg/day extract.

The rise in blood flow in a high dose of the Ginkgo
biloba-treated group was observed throughout the experiment. It
significantly increased by about 67% and 60%(P<0.05) at 9 and
12 weeks, respectively. In contrast, pentoxifylline had no affect
on peripheral blood flow.





