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Dose appropriateness of paracetamol prescribed for 

pediatric patients were studied. The study was conducted by 

reviewing prescriptions from out patient department, 

Ramathibodi Hospital during 5 May 2000 - 30 May 2000. 

 In total, there were 854 prescriptions. 0f these, 268 

prescriptions (30 %) were dose inappropriateness. Underdose 

were found in 255 prescriptions (28.5 %), where 57 prescriptions 

(22.4 %) presented the dose that had no therapeutic effect. 

0verdose were found in 13 prescriptions (1.5 %) but they had no 

risk of hepatotoxicity. The highest frequency of underdose was 

found in patient   1 year (61 prescriptions, 33.3 %) and the 

highest frequency of overdose was found in patients ! 5 and   12 

years (8 prescriptions,  3.5 %). Dose inappropriateness were not 

associated with the experience of prescribers, the time that 

prescriptions reach the pharmacy, and the number of items per 

prescription. Pharmacists could solve problems in 2 prescriptions 

(0.8 %) that were unidentified dose and the dose unrelated to 

dosage form. 

 

 

 

 




