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Abstract
Pharmaceutical care practice in hospitals in
Thailand

Parichat Kuansuwan, Suphanee Katanyatachit
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The objectives of this project were to survey pharmaceutical care activities in
various hospitals in Thailand and to explore the barriers of operation. Among 1,110
questionaires mailed to pharmacy directors of hospitals all over the country in July 2000,
there were 344 respondents that resulted in response rate of 30.99 %. The respondents
consisted of community hospitals, provincial hospitals, regional hospitals and private
hospitals as 78.78%, 11.34%, 4.07%, and 5.81% respectively. The activities mostly
implemented in all levels of hospitals were Adverse drug reaction monitoring, Patient
counseling and Drug information service. Drug use evaluation and Drug therapy
monitoring were mostly operated in provincial hospitals and regional hospitals. Aseptic
admixture was found implemented mostly in regional hospitals. The least implemented
activity in Thailand was Therapeutic drug monitoring. Less pharmaceutical care practice
was implemented in private hospitals when comparing with governmental hospitals.
However, many hospitals plan to start Drug use evaluation program and Drug therapy
monitoring in the near future. The major barriers in developing pharmaceutical care
practice were insufficient human resources, lack of specialized pharmacists, limited
budget, and less acceptance from heathcare team.

This survey provided information for strategic planning of pharmaceutical care
practice development in hospitals in Thailand. It also provided list of pharmaceutical
care activity providers which could be preceptors of professional practice course in the

future.





