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Abstract

This special project was aimed to develop good quality
herbal liquid soaps having antibacterial activity on human skin.
The experiment was performed by selecting the herbs which
were reported to have antibacterial activity, such as
Rhinacanthus nasutus Kurz, Linn. (1), mangosteen (2), lemon-
glass (3), betel vine (4), leech lime (5), Impatiens balsamina
Linn. (6), Ipomoea aquatica forsk (7), Tinospora crispa (8),
Sapindus rarak A.DC. (9), morning glory (10), and Litsea
glutinosa CB.Rob (11). The herbal extracts were obtained and
tested their activity against Staphylococcus aureus, one of major
bacteria causing the skin disease. The result showed that the
herbal extracts which had effectiveness against S.aureus were
those of (1), (2), (3) and (4). The combination of those herbal
extracts were then tested for their synergism or antagonism
effects. It was found that the mixtures of (1) and (2), and (2) and
(4) showed synergism. Consequently, the liquid soaps with
mixture of herbal extracts were formulated and retested for their
antibacterial activity, compared with Protex®, a commercial
antibacterial liquid soap. The results indicated that the herbal
liquid soaps comprising 2% of (2), 2% of (2), (3) and (4) and 2%
of (1) and (2) had different effects against S.aureus,
Staphylococcus epidermidis, Bacillus subtilis, Escherichia coli,
Proteus vulgaris and Pseudomonas aeruginosa. The further
development should be performed to achieve broad antibacterial
activity and good physical property.





