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ABSTRACTS 
  

 Ibuprofen has been widely used as a non-steroidal anti-

inflammatory drug.  It is also used for the treatment of 

rheumatoid arthritis. Ibuprofen tablets are available in both film 

coated and sugar coated tablets. The later type of tablets has 

been questioned regarding its dissolution characteristics. This 

study dealt with the evaluation of film coated and sugar coated 

ibuprofen tablets, each from six manafactures. The results 

indicated that sugar coated tablets exhibited longer 

disintegration time. Based on USP23  requirements on 

dissolution, 2 out of 6 sources produced the acceptance sugar 

coated tablets, whereas all the film coated tablets tested met the 

requirements. 

 Plain ibuprofen tablets were prepared and coated with 

shellac and also with HPMC. It was found that the core tablets 

and the HPMC- coated were comparable in the dissolution, 

while the shellac coated tablets  showed much lower 

dissolution. It was concluded that sugar coating should be 

avoided for the preparation of ibuprofen tablets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 




