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ABSTRACT

This research i1s a preliminary study and a search for active
ingredients in beehives, and particulary, the part of the beehives
which is called the propolis. “Propolis” is the sticky or resinous

materials usually found in woods and the bees use them for
repairing the beehives and covering the bodies of dead enemies
killed in the hives by the bees. In ancient time, propolis was used



in healing wounds and boils, and sometimes, used as astringent,
it was discovered later on to have an antiseptic property.

Nowadays, large amount of beehives are discarded or not
effectively used. Therefore, it would be of great interest to carry
out studies concerning the active substances found in beehives
whether they are actually propolis, or the same group of
substances as propolis, or could be as useful as the actual
propolis.

Initially, propolis from the beehives were extracted using
perculator, refluxed and dried by using rotary evaporator. The
residues were then tested by TLC.

The results of experiments indicates that extracts from
beehives give positive reactions to the testing reagents which are
flavonoids, lipids, sugars, amino acids, and the extracts from
propolis indicates positive reactions to the testing reagents in
flavonoids, lipids, sugars, and anthraquinones.
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