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Abstract

It has been reported that more than 17000 drug products are sold in Thailand. The
similarity of physical appearance often confuses drug dispenses. In addition, when adverse
reaction happens, it is impossible to identify the cause. This study was conducted to realize the
incidence of buying drug by showing the drug sample to the seller, and to show the similarity in
physical appearance of drug product sold.

The procedure was divided into 2 parts; first to find the incidence buying drug by
showing the drug sample to the seller by questionaine. Two hundred and thirty one customers
were interviewed . It was founded 72.94% of customers bought drug by showing the sample.
91.67% of them used to ask somebody to buy by showing the sample. Second, 67 generics or 265
tread name drugs were collected and classified by pharmacology action and by physical
appearance to show the similarity.

This study pointed out the problems of similarity in physical appearance of drug which
might cause other problem afterworks. Some regulation should be consideration to alleviate the

problems.





