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Abstract

The objective of this research is to survey the extent of generic pre
scribing for outpatients at Ramathibodi Hospital after a generic substitutio
n rule was implemented since October 1995. If doctor doesn't want the dr
ug to be substituted, he should underline the drug's name. This is a retros
pective survey research. Data were collected from 6 departments; departm
ent of General Practice and Family Medicine (GP), department of Ear N
ose and Throat (ENT), department of Psychiatry (Psy), department of M
edicine (Med), department of Orthopedic (Ortho) and department of Pedi
atrics (Ped). Prescriptios were dispensed during January 20-24, 1997, fro
m 8.30 am. to 4.00 pm. Results showed that 4,211 prescriptions (11,871 it
ems) were surveyed, 36.93% of which (or 1,655 prescriptions) were from
GP department. Doctors underlined 16.58% of drug items which meant t
hat no substitution can be done. Moreover, we found that GP had most o
f the underlined drugs 1,430 items or 31.33% of all GP's drug items. For
non—-underlined drug items, 46.39% were both prescribed and dispensed b
y trade name drug. Approximately, 10.66% of non-underlined drug items
were substituted with generics. When we consider about prescribers and t
he underline items, results showed that, faculty staffs and residents underl
ined 21.40% and 4.13% of their drug items respectively. For antibiotics, p
rescriptions for pediatrics had the highest percentage, 17.30% of all drug i
tems.

However, the reasons for not substituting (46.39%) with generic w
hen possible were not determined and should be done in the future. Savin
gs from generic substitution should also be determined since it help save

patient's money as well as government budget for drugs.





