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Abstract

In recent years, there has been and increase trend in the use of natural
coloring agents in cosmetics due to the cuminative toxicity of synthetic dyes. The
present study, therefore, attempts to find a suitable mixture of natural coloring
agents derived from the flowers of Butterfly pea and the leaves of Henna with may
be used as hair colorant for the Thais. Concentrated water extracts from both
plants were mixed with a gel base at varying concentration, namely 8.4, 15.5, 21.6
and 26.8 percent. Initially, the ratio of Henna to Butterfly pea of 10 : 1 was used .
The preparations were tested on H,O, bleached locks of hair for 2 to 4 hours. It
was found that there was no significant difference between the hair treated for 2
hours or 4 hours, although the retention of the color increased with the
concentration of the gel. To adjust the shade of the dyed hair from reddish brown
to dark brown, the ratio of Henna to Butterfly pea was changed to 10 : 6 and the
concentration of the gel increased to 40 %. After treatment , the hair appeared
dark brown to almost black, which would be suitable for Thai hair. The color

appeared to last through 4 - 6 shampoos.





