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Abstract

This special project is a study of antiheadlice activity of various shampooes
from petroleum ether extract of Custard apple seeds ( Annona sqamosa Linn. ) .
Test for optimal concentration of extract which yielded the best killing head-lice e
fficiency was done.

From in vitro test on pig skin , a shampoo of 2.5 w/w could kill 100% he
ad-lice within 15 minutes while 5% and 10% w/w shampoo took 25 and 20 minut
es respectively. In clinical trial , it was found that a killing efficiency of a 10% sh
ampoo were 90.14% and 91.64% within 10 and 20 minutes respectively. A 2.5% sh
ampoo killed 86.19% head-lice within 10 minutes and 88.86% within 30 minutes .
More over , no shampoo was found to cause irritation and side effect.

From observing the appearance of these shampooes and their stability after
1 month , a 2.5% recipe showed better stability than others. So , a 2.5% w/w sha
mpoo should be the optimum concentration because less extract was needed and a

killing head-lice efficiency was nearly the same as a 109% w/w preparation.





