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ABSTRACT

Yahom, Thai traditional medicine, has been used as a cardioton
ic for a long time with very little scientific data about its toxicity. Th
ereby, toxicity of Yahom 5 formulars was performed in both sexes of
rats and mice. The data showed that the median lethal doses (LDgg)
of all formulars were more than 5 g/kg body weight for oral adminis
tration. Animals feeded once with Yahom at the does of 5 g/kg wer
e compared in body weight and organ weight with the control group a
fter 2 weeks. Control and treated animals did not show any different
in body weight. However, male rats feeded with the first and the thir
d formulars had the heart weight significantly lower than the control
whereas male rats feeded with the fourth formular had the lung weigh
t lower than control. Female rats feeded with the first formular had th
e stomach weight lower than control. In contrast, female rats feeded
with the second, third, fourth and fifth formulars had the liver weight
higher than control. In addition the kidney weight of the female rat
s feeded with the second foumulars was higher than the control .

In subacute toxicity, male and female rats were fed daily with

the first formular at the dose of 0.5, 1.0 and 2.0 g/kg body weight f
or 5 weeks. There were no different in body weight, 9% hematocrit a
nd the level of SGOT, SGPT and BUN between control and treated ra
ts. Microscopic study of heart, lung, liver, kidney and gastrointestinal

organ in control and treated animals showed no different.





