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Abstract

The objective of the present study was to find the optimal conc
entration of the petroleum ether extract of the custard apple seed (Annon
a squamosa Linn. ) in a cream form as an insecticide against head lice (
Pediculus humanus capitis )

The results of the study with head lice by skin test using pig’s
skin showed that a cream of 50% petroleum ether extract could kill hea
d lice within 32 minutes,

a 30% cream within 49 minutes and 20% cream within 62 minutes.

Therefore,  20% and 50% creams were tested clinically wit
h living head lice in human.  The results showed that the optimal conce
ntration was 20 % cream which could kill 93 percent of the head lice wit
hin 3 hours. The stability of a 20% cream was better than a 50% cream
. Irritation caused by Custard apple creams were also less than some oth

er anti—headlice products available in the market.





