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ABSTRACT

Datura metel L. had been long used in Traditional Thai medicine as an
ti-

asthmatic. The active constituents of this plant are tropane alkaloids, namely hyoscine

and hyoscyamine. Recently a new alkaloid has been isolated from this plant. Therefore

b

it is deemed of scientific interest to study other minor constituents of D. metel growi
ng
wild in Thialand. Thin - layer chromatographic investigation revealed the leaves o

f

D. metel to contain 4 — 5 alkaloids, of which hyoscine was the major constitutient.

Separation of the alkaloidal fraction using quick column chromatography yielded two

alkaloids. The first one was identified as hyoscine (hRf, m.p. ,IR ), while the secon

d

alkaloid with a higher hRf value than hyoscine failed to furnish a crystalline picrate.
The residue after the separation of alkaloids was shown by TLC to contian

5-6 terpene/steroid-type compounds.





